Information offered to patients after consent for radiological procedures [QSI Ref: XR-502]
Descriptor: 
Are all patients offered a record of their consent for radiological procedures?
Background: 
Written consent is necessary for a number of common procedures in radiology. The GMC recommends offering patients a written record of any discussions and/or visual or audio information. This can be achieved with consent forms that incorporate a carbon copy of the form signed by the patient and healthcare professional. The carbon copy can then be given to patients as a reminder of what was discussed, to allow the patient to reflect on this and to prevent alteration of the original consent form.
This audit aims to determine whether patients are offered a record of their consent.
The Cycle
The standard: 
All patients should be offered a written/audio/visual record of their consent.
Target: 
100% of consent forms should have an attached carbon copy or (if consent form does not incorporate carbon copy)
100% of patient notes should have some mention of written/audio/visual information about the discussion being offered to the patient.
Assess local practice
Indicators: 
% of consent forms in patients’ records still containing carbon copy or
% of patient notes mentioning offer of written/audio/visual information to the patient.
Data items to be collected: 
Patient records containing consent discussion/consent form.
Suggested number: 
Any procedures requiring consent performed in the radiology department over a 2 month period.
Suggestions for change if target not met: 
If target of 100% of patients offered a carbon copy or written/visual/audio record is not met, 
1) Educate healthcare professionals involved in obtaining written consent.
2) Incorporate consent form copy check to check-lists (e.g. interventional radiology safety checklist form)
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